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If you did wed my sister for her wealth,
Then5 for her wealth's sake, use her with more
kindness: Or, if you like elsewhere, do it by stealth;
Muffle your false love with some show of blindness ;
by the negligence of the press ; and the word buildings, instead of building, in the fourth line of this scene, converts the passage into nonsense. MALONE.
5          that you have quite forgot, &c.]   In former copies :
" And may it be that you have quite forgot " A husband's office ? Shall, Antipholus, 44 Even in the spring of love, thy love-springs rot? " Shall love in buildings grow so ruinate ? " This passage has hitherto laboured under a double corruption. What conceit could our editors have of love in buildings growing ruinate ?    Our poet meant no more than this : Shall thy love-springs rot, even in the spring of love ? and shall thy love grow ruinous, even while 'tis but building up ? The next corruption is by an accident at press,   as I take it.    This scene for fifty-two lines successively is strictly in alternate rhymes : and this measure is never broken, but in the second and fourth lines of these two couplets.    Tis certain,  I think, a monosyllable dropt from the tail of the second verse ; and I have ventured to supply it by, I hope, a probable conjecture.    THEOBALD.
Love-springs are young plants or shoots of love.    Thus, in the Faithful Shepherdess of Fletcher :
" The nightingale among the thick-leav'd springs *' That sits alone in sorrow."
See a note on the second scene of the fifth act of Coriolanus,
and Mr. Malone's edition of our author's works, Venus and Adonis,
st. 109, where the meaning of this expression is more fully dilated.
The rhyme which Mr. Theobald would restore, stands thus in
the old edition :
If, therefore, instead of ruinate, we should read ruinous9 the passage may remain as it was originally written ; and perhaps, Indeed, throughout the play we should read Antiphilus, a name which Shakspeare might have found in some quotations from Pliny, b. xxxv. andxxxvii. Antiphilus is also one of the heroes in Sidney's Arcadia.
Ruinous is justified by a passage in the Two Gentlemen of Verona, Act V. Sc. IV. :
66 Lest growing ruinous the building fall."